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Preface
Use Microsoft Excel Connector to learn how to read from or write to Microsoft Excel by using Cloud Data 
Integration. Learn to create a connection, develop mappings, and run synchronization and mapping tasks in 
Cloud Data Integration.

Informatica Resources
Informatica provides you with a range of product resources through the Informatica Network and other online 
portals. Use the resources to get the most from your Informatica products and solutions and to learn from 
other Informatica users and subject matter experts.

Informatica Documentation
Use the Informatica Documentation Portal to explore an extensive library of documentation for current and 
recent product releases. To explore the Documentation Portal, visit https://docs.informatica.com.

If you have questions, comments, or ideas about the product documentation, contact the Informatica 
Documentation team at infa_documentation@informatica.com.

Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services web site
You can access the Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services web site at http://www.informatica.com/cloud. 
This site contains information about Informatica Cloud integration services.

Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Communities
Use the Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Community to discuss and resolve technical issues. You can 
also find technical tips, documentation updates, and answers to frequently asked questions.

Access the Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Community at:

https://network.informatica.com/community/informatica-network/products/cloud-integration

Developers can learn more and share tips at the Cloud Developer community:

https://network.informatica.com/community/informatica-network/products/cloud-integration/cloud-
developers

Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Marketplace
Visit the Informatica Marketplace to try and buy Data Integration Connectors, templates, and mapplets:
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Data Integration connector documentation
You can access documentation for Data Integration Connectors at the Documentation Portal. To explore the 
Documentation Portal, visit https://docs.informatica.com.

Informatica Knowledge Base
Use the Informatica Knowledge Base to find product resources such as how-to articles, best practices, video 
tutorials, and answers to frequently asked questions.

To search the Knowledge Base, visit https://search.informatica.com. If you have questions, comments, or 
ideas about the Knowledge Base, contact the Informatica Knowledge Base team at 
KB_Feedback@informatica.com.

Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Trust Center
The Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Trust Center provides information about Informatica security 
policies and real-time system availability.

You can access the trust center at https://www.informatica.com/trust-center.html.

Subscribe to the Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Trust Center to receive upgrade, maintenance, and 
incident notifications. The Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services Status page displays the production status 
of all the Informatica cloud products. All maintenance updates are posted to this page, and during an outage, 
it will have the most current information. To ensure you are notified of updates and outages, you can 
subscribe to receive updates for a single component or all Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services 
components. Subscribing to all components is the best way to be certain you never miss an update.

To subscribe, go to https://status.informatica.com/ and click SUBSCRIBE TO UPDATES. You can then 
choose to receive notifications sent as emails, SMS text messages, webhooks, RSS feeds, or any 
combination of the four.

Informatica Global Customer Support
You can contact a Customer Support Center by telephone or online.

For online support, click Submit Support Request in Informatica Intelligent Cloud Services. You can also use 
Online Support to log a case. Online Support requires a login. You can request a login at 
https://network.informatica.com/welcome.

The telephone numbers for Informatica Global Customer Support are available from the Informatica web site 
at https://www.informatica.com/services-and-training/support-services/contact-us.html.
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C h a p t e r  1

Microsoft Excel Connector
You can use Microsoft Excel Connector to read data from a Microsoft Excel source and integrate data with 
other applications, databases, and flat files.

You can use Microsoft Excel source objects as sources in synchronization tasks, mappings, and mapping 
tasks. When you run a synchronization task or a mapping task, the Secure Agent uses the Microsoft Excel 
source object to perform the specified operation and read data from the Microsoft Excel source.

You can switch mappings to advanced mode to include transformations and functions that enable advanced 
functionality.

Note: Microsoft Excel Connector supports files created in version Excel 2007 and onwards.

Microsoft Excel Connector assets
Create assets in Data Integration to integrate data using Microsoft Excel Connector assets.

When you use Microsoft Excel Connector, you can include the following Data Integration assets:

• Mapping

• Mapping task

• Synchronization task

For more information about configuring assets and transformations, see Mappings, Transformations, and 
Tasks in the Data Integration documentation.

The following table lists the object and task operations that Microsoft Excel Connector supports:

Object Read Insert Update Upsert Delete Data Preview Look Up

Worksheet Yes NA NA NA NA Yes NA

Microsoft Excel Connector Example
You are a business analyst and you want to import customer details from a Microsoft Excel file to Tableau 
and analyze the data.

You can use the Microsoft Excel Connector to connect to the Microsoft Excel file and read the data. You can 
create a synchronization task or a mapping task in Data Integration to read data from the Microsoft Excel file. 
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After you read data from the Microsoft Excel file, you can reconcile and analyze the data, generate reports, or 
make decisions by using Tableau.

Administration of Microsoft Excel Connector
As a user, you can use Microsoft Excel Connector after the organization administrator performs the following 
tasks:

• Install Microsoft Excel Connector.

• Increase the Secure Agent memory to overcome memory issues that occur when you read from a file 
whose file size exceeds 1 GB.

Administration of Microsoft Excel Connector       7



C h a p t e r  2

Microsoft Excel Connection
Create a Microsoft Excel connection to connect to a Microsoft Excel source and read data from it. You can 
specify the Microsoft Excel source in mappings, mapping tasks, or synchronization tasks.

You can create a Microsoft Excel source connection on the Connections page. Use the connection when you 
create a synchronization task or a mapping task.

Microsoft Excel connection properties
When you set up a Microsoft Excel connection, you must configure the connection properties.

The following table describes the Microsoft Excel connection properties:

Connection property Description

Connection Name Name of the Microsoft Excel connection.

Description Description of the connection. The description cannot exceed 765 characters.

Type Type of connection. Select Microsoft Excel source from the list.

Runtime Environment The name of the runtime environment where you want to run the tasks.

Folder URI The directory that contains the Microsoft Excel file. The Microsoft Excel file must be 
located on the same machine on which the Secure Agent runs.

TreatFirstRowAsHeader Specifies whether the first row in the file is a header row.

Filename The name of the Microsoft Excel file.
Note: You must add the .xlsx extension to the file name.
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C h a p t e r  3

Synchronization Tasks with 
Microsoft Excel

Use the Synchronization task to synchronize data between a source and target.

You can configure a synchronization task using the Synchronization Task wizard.

When you create a task, you can associate it with a schedule to run it at specified times or on regular 
intervals. Or, you can run it manually. You can monitor tasks that are currently running in the activity monitor 
and view logs about completed tasks in the activity log.

Microsoft Excel Sources in Synchronization Tasks
You can use a single Microsoft Excel source object in a synchronization task.

You configure Microsoft Excel source properties on the Source page of the Synchronization Task wizard.

The following table describes the Microsoft Excel source properties:

Property Description

Connection Name of the source connection.

Source Type Select Single.

Source Object Name of the source object. The source object corresponds to the worksheet present in the Microsoft 
Excel file used for creating the connection.

Microsoft Excel Source Synchronization Task 
Example

You want to import prospective inpatient payment details from a Microsoft Excel file to analyze the data.

Configure a synchronization task with the insert operation and configure the following objects:
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Source

The source object for a synchronization task corresponds to worksheets present in the Microsoft Excel 
file used for creating a connection. Use the Microsoft Excel source connection to connect to the 
Microsoft Excel file and read data from the worksheet.

Target

Use a .csv file as the target object in the synchronization task. The target object file must contain the 
tables you select in the source object.

Mapping

Map the primary fields of the source object to the flat file target object.

Note: When you run the synchronization task, the Secure Agent writes the retrieved tables to the target.CSV 
file.

10       Chapter 3: Synchronization Tasks with Microsoft Excel



C h a p t e r  4

Mappings and Mapping Tasks 
with Microsoft Excel

Use the Data Integration Mapping Designer to create a mapping. When you create a mapping, you configure a 
source to represent a single Microsoft Excel object.

In advanced mode, the Mapping Designer updates the mapping canvas to include transformations and 
functions that enable advanced functionality.

Describe the flow of data from source and target along with the required transformations before the Secure 
Agent writes data to the target. When you create a mapping task, select the mapping that you want to use. 
Use the mapping task wizard to create a mapping task. The mapping task processes data based on the data 
flow logic you define in the mapping.

Microsoft Excel Mapping Task Example
You want to import data from a Microsoft Excel file to analyze the data.

Configure a mapping task to use the insert operation. You use the following objects in the Microsoft Excel 
mapping:
Source object

The source object for a mapping task is a worksheet. Use the Microsoft Excel connection to connect to a 
Microsoft Excel file and read data from the Microsoft Excel file. The worksheet object is a single source 
in the mapping task.

Target object

Use a .csv file as the target object in the mapping task. The target in the mapping task is a flat file.

Mapping

Map the fields of the Microsoft Excel Worksheet source to the flat file target.

The following image shows the Microsoft Excel mapping:
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When you run the mapping, the Secure Agent writes the data to the flat file based on the fields you 
mapped in the mapping task.

12       Chapter 4: Mappings and Mapping Tasks with Microsoft Excel



A p p e n d i x  A

Data Type Reference
Data Integration uses the following data types in mappings and synchronization tasks with Microsoft Excel:
Microsoft Excel Native Data Types

Microsoft Excel data types appear in the Source and Target transformations when you choose to edit 
metadata for the fields.

Transformation Data Types

Set of data types that appear in the transformations. They are internal data types based on ANSI SQL-92 
generic data types, which the run-time environment uses to move data across platforms. Transformation 
data types appear in all transformations in mappings and synchronization tasks.

When Data Integration reads source data, it converts the native data types to the comparable 
transformation data types before transforming the data. When Data Integration writes to a target, it 
converts the transformation data types to the comparable native data types.

Microsoft Excel and Transformation Data Types
The following table describes the data types that Data Integration supports for Microsoft Excel sources:

Microsoft Excel Data 
Type

Transformation Data Type Range and Description for the Transformation Data 
Type

STRING String 1 to 104,857,600 characters
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